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Is Threads Right for Your Business?
If you’re on Instagram, the answer is probably. And it’s easy to do.

 

Facebook err…Meta does it again. We have yet another social media platform to consider. Usually when advising
businesses on whether they should participate on a social media platform, I ask them who their ideal client is and
then we go by demographics. If your ideal customer is on the platform, go for it. If not, skip it—unless you just
really enjoy being overextended in your posts and social media attention. But threads isn’t exactly a new platform.
Well, it is technically. But if you have Instagram, it feels more like an extension.

Note: at the time of this writing, members of the EU cannot join because it is blocked currently owing to privacy
questions.

What Is Threads?
Threads is the newest baby of the Meta world, and it’s taking aim at Twitter. Threads allows you to log in with
your Instagram username. You have the option of importing from Instagram or creating a new bio from scratch.
Just like Instagram, you can make your profile public or private. (For business, private isn’t going to do you much
good unless you operate a Speak Easy or something where membership has its privileges.)

When you join, you’ll be asked if you want to follow the same accounts you follow on Instagram (even if these
people haven’t signed up yet).

The app is powered by Instagram, and it uses your Instagram information to personalize ads and other experiences
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The app is powered by Instagram, and it uses your Instagram information to personalize ads and other experiences
across the two platforms. According to the intro, Meta has plans to create a “fediverse” where people will be able
to interact with one another across platforms. (Perhaps that means it will allow the young people on Insta to see
what their oldie relatives are doing on Facebook and vice versa.)

As you would expect, you must agree to the terms and privacy policy on your data/data sharing, etc. Etc. One
important thing to note in the Supplemental Privacy Policy, “You may deactivate your Threads profile at any time,
but your Threads profile can only be deleted by deleting your Instagram account.”

The User Stats
At most recent counts, Instagram boasts 2 billion users while Twitter has only 250 million. If only a fraction of
Instagram users sign up, Threads will quickly outpace Twitter. But it remains to be seen if the same communities
on Twitter will switch to Threads. Twitter is big in the sports recruiting arena as well as the publishing pitch world.
Will they make the switch?

What’s New with Threads?
Like most new platforms, it looks vaguely familiar but with slightly different functionality. After all, people don’t
usually love big, sweeping changes. Threads adheres to this through a format that looks a lot like Twitter, but it
allows for longer posts. Most Twitter users have a 280-character limit (remember the early days of 140
characters?), while Thread users can enjoy 500 characters (what will you do with all of them?) and the ability to
upload a five-minute video.

Since Threads resembles Twitter more closely than Insta, it’s overcome one of my biggest pet peeves with the
photo sharing platform. On Threads you can easily share links. Yippy!

To encourage the migration, Threads prompts people to follow the same individuals they do on Insta and then
automatically sends a follow request. I logged into my new, linked account with about 100 requests waiting for me.
I was surprised how many people had made the switch a day after the platform launched. According to early
reports, Threads garnered 10 million users on one day and are now up to 30 million.

It looks like most are viewing it as an extension, not necessarily a new platform. And that’s understandable. Users
in Threads can also easily switch to their Instagram profile with a click of the icon.

According to Meta, Threads was developed with features that “promote positive and productive discussions.”
Users can manage who can mention or reply to them on the platform. Like Instagram, Thread users can utilize
hidden word filters to exclude replies containing specific words from their threads. Managing profiles on Threads
uses familiar activities such as unfollowing, blocking, restricting, or reporting through the three-dot menu.
Additionally, any accounts blocked on Instagram will automatically be blocked on Threads as well.

In addition to these features, Meta has announced its plans to enhance Threads by making it compatible with the
ActivityPub protocol. They also aim to introduce improved recommendations in feeds, real-time trend tracking, and
enhanced search functionality.

Currently, Threads is accessible on both iOS and Android devices, and users can download the app from the Apple
App Store and Google Play Store.

Will you explore Threads for your business?

Christina Metcalf is a writer/ghostwriter who believes in the power of story. She works with small businesses, chambers of commerce, and
business professionals who want to make an impression and grow a loyal customer/member base. She loves road trips, hates exclamation

points, and wonders just how many social media platforms we can manage before deciding to go back to cave drawings to disseminate the
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points, and wonders just how many social media platforms we can manage before deciding to go back to cave drawings to disseminate the
news of the day.
_______________________________________
Twitter: @christinagsmith
Facebook: @tellyourstorygetemtalking
LinkedIn: @christinagsmith
Threads: @christinametcalfauthor
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Gold Discovery Days Street Closures

Washington St- 8th to 6th closed Monday July 17- Tuesday July 25

Washington St- 6th to 4th closed Thursday, July 20th at 8:00am through
Sunday, July 23rd at 7pm

Washington St- 4th to 2nd closed Friday, July 21st at 6am through
Saturday, July 22nd at 4pm.

A portion of the parking area near the Library and old elementary
school will be closed Monday July 17- Tuesday July 25 to accommodate
the carnival personnel.

During the Parade all side streets intersecting with Mt Rushmore Rd and
around Pageant Hill area will be closed (9:45-11am)
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Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison The Jaure family of Custer has recently suffered the

loss of Miranda Jaure.

Skylair and Miranda both work as teachers and
coaches at the Custer School District. Miranda leaves
behind her husband and 3 daughters.

We are reaching out to the Custer businesses to see if you would consider
donating a gift card to make food options a little easier for the family as they
navigate this change in their lives.

Thank you
Custer Wildcat Wrestling

If you are willing, please drop off donations at the Custer Chamber Office.

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy: abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by
Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDAR

July 21-23
Gold Discovery Days

Downtown Custer

August 4-13
Custer Cruisin'

August 19
Community Wide Rummage Sale

WEEKLY HUMORWEEKLY HUMOR
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Printable Copy

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/78ef2198-fd34-4fe9-83af-f6e640a6f661.pdf?rdr=true




Visit our website

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
We would like to introduce our new member Teagan Franz Photography! A few words from Teagan...

I specialize in family, seniors, sports and wedding photography. I have been doing photography to support our
family for the past five years. We were blessed with twins, and this path gave our family more time to spend
together and go where life takes us. Our family came out to the hills for new opportunities and to stay close to
family. We are loving every moment of being here! We travel for adventure and love seeing new parts of the
country! We can’t wait to give back to the community and meet more people we’d love to call friends!



To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

Peaceful Meadows (VRBO-nightly vacation rental)
TC Horsecamp LLC

​Tegan Franz Photography
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​Tegan Franz Photography
Mile High Garden Club

French Creek Supply- Napa Auto Parts
​Pounds, Pugs, & Hugs LLC

Fred & Wendy Hlava- Business & Property Development
​The Hills Finest
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Join us for a memorable evening of music and entertainment at the Diamond Spur Events Center as we present an electrifying
karaoke event featuring the one and only Vegas sensation, Dayna Tully!
Date: Thursday, July 20th Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Prepare to unleash your inner superstar as Dayna Tully takes the stage, lending her extraordinary vocal talents and charismatic stage
presence to elevate the karaoke experience to new heights. With her extensive repertoire spanning various genres, from timeless
classics to contemporary hits, Dayna Tully will captivate audiences with her powerful voice and infectious energy.

Whether you're an experienced crooner or a novice performer, this event is for everyone! Grab the microphone, sing your heart out,
and revel in the spotlight as you belt out your favorite tunes. Dayna will be there every step of the way, offering guidance, support
and perhaps even joining in on a few duets!
Mark your calendars for Thursday, July 20th, and get ready to experience the magic of karaoke with Dayna Tully at the Diamond
Spur Events Center!

Entry to this event is free and open to the public - we look forward to seeing you there!
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NEWS FROM THE STATENEWS FROM THE STATE



Dear Industry Partners,
The Travel South Dakota 2022 Annual Report is now available! Inside its pages
you’ll find details on year-end travel indicators, economic impact, marketing
highlights, outreach efforts, and information about the department’s funding and
strategic direction. The report is a reflection of both the department and the industry
as a whole, as well as the work all of us do to advance South Dakota’s tourism
industry.
Thank you for all your dedication in promoting and supporting tourism in South Dakota!
All our best,
Jim and Team
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

PRESS RELEASESPRESS RELEASES

Jewel Cave National
Monument News
Release 

Release Date: July 12, 2023 
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Aimee Murillo / Chief
of Interpretation /
aimee_murillo@nps.gov 
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​Jewel Cave to Host Jr.
Caver Day 

Custer, SD – On Saturday, July
29th Jewel Cave National
Monument will host their 2nd Jr. Caver Day. This free drop-in event will be from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
and take place at the Jewel Cave Visitor Center. 

Jr. Caver Day will have crafts and activities that celebrate our volunteer caving program, promote cave
safety, and allow participants an opportunity to earn their Jr. Caver patch and other prizes. We have
invited our Volunteer Cave Explorers to share how the Jewel Cave is explored. A Jr. Caver swear-in
ceremony will take place just after 2:00 p.m. to close out the event. 

For those interested in cave tours know you can book tours in advance on www.recreation.gov. The park
looks forward to hosting Jr. Caver Day and appreciates support from our park partner, the Black Hills
Parks & Forest Association, in preparing for this event. 

Details and updates will continue to be posted at www.nps.gov/jeca, as well as on social media through
Facebook at www.facebook.com/JewelCaveNPS/ and Instagram at www.instagram.com/jewelcavenps. 

Forest Service News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/

Celebrate National Forest Week on the
Black Hills National Forest

 
Custer, S.D., July 7, 2023— Celebrate National Forest Week (NFW), July 10 – 16, 2023 on the Black
Hills National Forest.

NFW highlights the incredible 193-million-acre National Forest System across the country and all the
benefits it provides to the public.

Several Free Forest events, including a guided hike, a forest photography workshop, educational
programs at the Pactola Visitor Center, and a campground sing-along will be taking place next week to
showcase some of the amazing outdoor opportunities that can be found within the Black Hills National
Forest.

Upcoming Programs: (Flyer: https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1119836.pdf)
Tuesday, July 11 at 10 a.m. – Explore the Osprey Trail: Take part in a two-hour, guided hike along the
2.2-mile Osprey Trail near Pactola Reservoir. Learn about ponderosa pines and the evolution of a forest
ecosystem. For the amateur arborist, hikers will also learn methods to estimate a tree’s age, height,
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ecosystem. For the amateur arborist, hikers will also learn methods to estimate a tree’s age, height,
health, reproduction, and defense against threats. This trek is perfect for families with young children.
Meet at the Osprey Trailhead parking lot near Loop B of Pactola Campground.

Thursday, July 13, 1 – 2 p.m. - Junior Forest Ranger Program / Animal Tracks (Pactola Visitor
Center): Bring the kids to the Pactola Visitor Center for an afternoon of making plaster animal tracks.
Yep … your little Junior Forest Rangers will get kind of dirty, but they will have fun learning about
wildlife in the Black Hills National Forest. Take part in a scavenger hunt inside the visitor center, view
the exhibits and displays, and just enjoy the afternoon overlooking the Pactola Reservoir. Earn a badge
too!

Saturday, July 15 , 1 – 5 p.m. - Outdoor Photography Workshop (Pactola Visitor Center): Meet at the
Pactola Visitor Center for an afternoon of photography skills / training … then take to the field to capture
some images. Marty DeWitt, professional photographer, will share the basics of exposure, lighting,
composition, and introduce participants to different types of equipment used for nature photography. An
evening session related to night sky images is available in the Pactola Campground at 8:00 p.m.
Registration is required by Thursday, July 13 by calling (605) 673-9200.

Saturday, July 15, 1 – 2 p.m. - Junior Forest Ranger Program / Animal Outhouses  (Pactola Visitor
Center): Dissecting owl pellets is a fun and interesting way to learn about food chains, habitats, and how
scientists collect and use data. Bring your Junior Forest Rangers to the visitor center for a fun story and
then explore an owl pellet like a wildlife biologist.

Saturday, July 15, 7:30 p.m. - Campfire Sing-Alongs - Songbird of the Black Hills (Reuter
Campground): Songbird of the Black Hills (Sally Svenson) is sharing an evening of campfire music
featuring several Black Hills stories behind her original songs … with sing-along tunes included. If you
are looking for a weekend camping experience in the Bearlodge Mountains, head to Reuter Campground
for a nostalgic night around the fire pit.

National Forest Week™ Photo Contest: The National Forest Foundation is hosting a photography
contest for the general public, and images can be submitted through National Forest Week Photo
Contest, www.nationalforests.org. Three categories are available: Landscape, Recreation, and Youth
Photographer. NOTE: The contest is available from Monday, July 10, 2023 to midnight (MT) on July 16,
2023.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/.

###
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Custer Senior Center
July Schedule

​Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events! 

WEEKLY INSPIRATIONWEEKLY INSPIRATION
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Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Send Us An Email

Connect With Us

 ​  ​  ​  ​  ​  ​

Visit our website

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:Info@CusterSD.com
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber
https://twitter.com/CusterAreaChamb
https://www.pinterest.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/custer-area-chamber-of-commerce
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